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Week Ending Friday, December 18, 1992 


Remarks on Presenting the Malcolm 
Baldrige National Quality Awards 


December 14, 1992 


Thank you, Secretary Franklin. And let me 
first recognize our Baldrige Foundation 
trustees, our private sector examiners and 
judges, and all those who coordinated this 
year’s Baldrige Awards. Distinguished Mem- 
bers of Congress present, welcome. And also 
it’s my special privilege to salute members 
of the Baldrige family who are with us today. 

I really do look forward, Barbara indicated, 
to these yearly award ceremonies. It is an 
opportunity to honor the Nation’s best and 
a chance to revisit the legacy of an extraor- 
dinary man, Malcolm Baldrige. 

I remember a story that President Reagan 
used to tell about Mac. He phoned him to 
ask him to join his Cabinet, and he was told 
by his wife, Midge, that he’d have to call back 
later. Mac was out on his horse roping and 
couldn’t come to the phone. [Laughter] 

Well, I think everybody at Commerce who 
worked with this extraordinary man knows 
exactly that that’s the way he was, a man 
whose collection of belt buckles was the only 
thing that could outnumber his many 
achievements. And in a hand-tooled western 
belt and a pinstriped suit, he was the Con- 
necticut cowboy, a man whose name is now 
enshrined in the Cowboy Hall of Fame in 
Oklahoma and the only guy I know who'd 
complain of saddle sores from sitting around 
a desk too long. [Laughter] 

He used to say that the thing he liked 
about cowboys was that they didn’t talk un- 
less they had something to say, and when 
they said something, they meant it. And that 
was true of Mac Baldrige. And when he 
talked business, he meant business. When he 
talked of making America’s products second 
to none, you listened. The standards of excel- 
lence that Mac embodied are still very much 
with us today. Fairness, honesty, tenacity: 
these were his yardsticks and the same yard- 


sticks we use today in looking for the very 
best that American industry has to offer. 

This year we've found them in five excep- 
tional companies. Ninety companies this year 
decided that they were tough enough to take 
the Baldrige tests. And it’s estimated 175,000 
others used these criteria, the Baldrige cri- 
teria, as an internal test, as a way to be tough 
on themselves. And a few of our past win- 
ners—and I come to mind Motorola and 
IBM—have even gone so far as to urge their 
suppliers to follow the Baldrige criteria. 
What this tells us is simple: America is num- 
ber one because it demands not only the best 
for itself but also from itself. 

Now a comment on this year’s winners. 
Some might think the Commerce Depart- 
ment offered a two-for-one deal with AT&T, 
but not so. Though both Transmission Sys- 
tems and Universal Card Services are divi- 
sions of AT&T, they are two separate busi- 
nesses who share one common goal, a com- 
mitment to quality. AT&T Chairman Robert 
Allen said of this commitment, “The real 
challenge is to define — not from our 
own perspective but from the customers’.” 
And dis th divisions have done. 

Transmission Systems Business Unit dedi- 
cates itself not only to its customers’ short- 
term needs but its long-term needs as well. 
With the input of more than 7,500 ws 8 
at 9 U.S. sites, Transmission Systems ini- 
tiated programs to predict what new tech- 
nologies will be needed to meet their cus- 
tomers’ long-term goals. In slightly more 
than 3 years, Transmission Systems has near- 
ly doubled international sales and now sells 
systems to more than 50 countries. And that 
is a lot of satisfied customers. 

Universal Card Services hasn’t become a 
benchmark of other companies by accident 
but by effort, top performances by all of its 
2,500 employees. And Universal Card led its 
charge to excellence by centralizing their 
business around one key principle: Delight 
the customer. And it seems they are, indeed, 


2347 





2348 


delighted. Ninety-eight percent of their cus- 
tomers rate overall services as better than the 
competition, 98 percent. That’s pretty en 
for a poll, and I could have used it about 
a month ago. — 

It’s not often that small business means 
big business. And it’s true for the Granite 
Rock Company, another of our honorees. 
With the initiation of their total quality pro- 
gram, Granite Rock has exceeded its industry 
standards for high quality and unmatched 
service. And rather follow a well-worn 
path, Granite Rock chose to chart its own 
way, a journey that’s brought them here 
today, an award-winning company that de- 
fines success in three little words: Another 
satisfied customer. 

Ritz-Carlton: They won 121 quality-relat- 
ed awards in 1991. But ask any employee 
how they gauge their success, and they'll say 
“The Gold Standards,” the Ritz-Carlton’s 
bible for premium service. And with almost 
12,000 employees, the Ritz-Carlton has im- 
plemented a rigorous quality program that 
seeks a memorable visit for every guest. This 
luxury hotel business knows that a mint on 
the pillow isn’t enough to keep a customer 
coming back. It’s the principle “Service must 
be excellent if it is anything” that has earned 
Ritz-Carlton one of the most loyal followings 
in the travel and tourism industry. 

Now, for Texas Instruments Defense Sys- 
tems and Electronics Group: Its best product 
is always surpassed by its next innovation. 
Mac used to call this kind of inventiveness 
Yankee ingenuity. I’m not sure this Texas- 
based company—[laughter|—cottons to be 
called yankee, but ingenious I think they'll 
accept. And they've earned it. 

Formed during World War II, this TI sub- 
sidiary has grown to become the Nation’s 
eighth largest defense electronics contractor. 
And we know from the success of Desert 
Storm that in matters of advanced weaponry, 
quality is absolutely essential. It’s the key. 
And we know, too, from the success of 
Desert Storm, that TI’s contributions to this 
effort were absolutely invaluable. 

In today’s competitive global marketplace, 
quality of service and quality of goods takes 
on top priority in American business. And 

remium standards are no longer lofty goals 
ut vital components of every she business 
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strategy. This year’s Baldrige winners know 
that quality standards do not impede success, 
they encourage it. And Mac Baldrige would 
certainly agree with that. 

Each time we revisit our memories of Mac 
Baldrige at this ceremony, I’m reminded of 
the wisdom that he used to impart most 
often: Always, in anything and everything, 
rise to the highest standard. This year’s Mal. 
colm Baldrige Quality Award winners have 
all done just that. 

So I came over here to say congratulations 
to all of you. And may God bless our great 
country. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:52 a.m. at 
the Department of Commerce. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on Relations With Vietnam 


December 14, 1992 
The United States is today taking addi- 


tional steps concerning our policy towards 
Vietnam. The decision to take these steps is 
in response to Vietnam’s implementation of 
agreements reached with the President’s 
Special Emissary for POW/MIA Affairs, 
General John Vessey. It is in keeping with 
the established “roadmap” policy of a step- 
by-step process for normalizing relations with 
Vietnam. 

Effective today, the United States will per- 
mit U.S. firms to sign contracts to be exe- 
cuted should the embargo with Vietnam be 
lifted. To assist U.S. firms, we will also begin 
implementing a decision that permits a lib- 
eral licensing policy allowing commercial 
transactions relating to contracts, including 
opening offices in Vietnam, hiring staff, writ- 
ing and designing plans, and carrying out 
preliminary feasibility studies and engineer- 
ing and technical surveys. Other than these 
actions, the embargo with Vietnam remains 
in effect. 

We look to Vietnam to intensify efforts to 
achieve the fullest possible accounting of all 
our POW’s/MIA’s, including the an repa- 
triation of all recovered and readily recover- 
able American remains. In this context, we 
have noted Hanoi’s recent call for Vietnam- 
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ese citizens to turn in any American remains 
they may possess. As further results in ac- 
counting for missing Americans are obtained, 
we are prepared to consider additional “road- 
map” steps of our own. 


Notice on Continuation of Libyan 
Emergency 


December 14, 1992 


On January 7, 1986, by Executive Order 
No. 12543, President Reagan declared a na- 
tional emergency to deal with the unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national secu- 
rity and foreign policy of the United States 
constituted by the actions and policies of the 
Government of Libya. On January 8, 1986, 
by Executive Order No. 12544, the President 
took additional measures to block Libyan as- 
sets in the United States. The President has 
transmitted a notice continuing this emer- 
gency to the Congress and the Federal Reg- 
ister every year since 1986. On April 15, 
1992, I barred authorization for aircraft to 
take off from, land in, or overfly the United 
States, if the aircraft, as part of the same 
flight or as a continuation of that flight, is 
destined to land in or has taken off from 
Libya. Because the Government of Libya has 
continued its actions and policies in support 
of international terrorism, the national emer- 
gency declared on January 7, 1986, and the 
measures adopted on January 7 and January 
8, 1986, and April 15, 1992, to deal with that 
emergency, must continue in effect beyond 
January 7, 1993. Therefore, in accordance 
with section 202(d) of the National Emer- 
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con- 
tinuing the national emergency with respect 
to Libya. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed- 
eral Register and transmitted to the Con- 


gress. 
George Bush 


The White House, 
December 14, 1992. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:42 p.m., December 15, 1992] 
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Note: This notice was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on December 15, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on 
De r 17. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the Libyan 
Emergency 


December 14, 1992 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer- 
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver- 
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
the Libyan emergency is to continue in effect 
beyond January 7, 1993, to the Federal Reg- 
ister for publication. 

The crisis between the United States and 
Libya that led to the declaration on January 
7, 1986, of a national emergency has not been 
resolved. The Government of Libya contin- 
ues to use and support international terror- 
ism, as evidenced by its involvement in the 
destruction of Pan Am Flight 103, in viola- 
tion of international law and minimum stand- 
ards of human behavior. Such Libyan actions 
and policies pose a continuing unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security 
and vital foreign policy interests of the 
United States. For these reasons, I have de- 
termined that it is necessary to maintain in 
force the broad authorities necessary to apply 
economic pressure to the Government of 
Libya to reduce its ability to support inter- 
national terrorism. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and Dan Quayle, President of the Sen- 
ate. This letter was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on December 15. 
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Remarks at Texas A&M University in 
College Station, Texas 


December 15, 1992 


Thank you all for that welcome back. 
Thank you very, very much. Good afternoon, 
everybody, and thank you all. I knew if I wore 
this necktie I'd get a nice welcome. But any- 
way—|applause|. Thank you, Dr. Mobley, 
thank you, Bill, for your kind introduction. 

May I salute Congressmen that are with 
us today, Congressman Joe Barton and Con- 
gressman Jack Fields; and Commissioner 
Rick Perry and Kay Bailey Hutchison and 
Representative Ogden; my old friend Fred 
McClure, who served at my side in the White 
House. And may I thank Chairman Ross 
Margraves for the wonderful program that 
he arranged for me today as I heard about 
this library. And I salute the board of regents 
members that are here; the members of the 
library committee; Chancellor Richardson, I 
think I mentioned, but I salute him. 

I want to say thanks to my hosts, the Me- 
morial Student Center Political Forum. 


When that forum started, I think Congress- 
man Bob Eckhardt and I were the first two 
speakers to speak at the gre forum. I'd 


hate to tell you how far back that was. But 
anyway, I’m glad to be back here. And may 
I send my heartiest thanks to the corps of 
cadets and the fightin’ Texas Aggies band 
over here. 

As I told Bill Mobley and Ross earlier, on 
a personal note, I am looking forward to 
spending more time here, to actively partici- 
ating in our Presidential library that will be 
uilt sy to helping with the School of Pub- 
lic Service that will be part of that library. 
And Barbara and I are both looking forward 
to being ‘* of the A&M family. Thank you 
very much. 

Now for the business at hand. In 36 days, 
I'll hand over the stewardship of this great 
Nation, capping a career in public service 
that began 50 years ago in wartime skies over 
the Pacific. And our country won that great 
contest but entered an uneasy peace. You 
see, the fires of World War II cooled into 
a longer cold war, one that froze the world 
into two opposing camps: on the one side, 
America and its allies, and on the other, the 
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forces of freedom thus against an alien ideol- 
ogy that cast its shadow over every American. 

Three years ago, when I was honored to 
address the graduating class, here at Texas 
A&M, I spoke of the need to move beyond 
containment. And I said, “We seek the inte- 
gration of the Soviet Union into the commu- 
nity of nations. Ultimately, our objective is 
to welcome the Soviet Union back into the 
world order.” And was this aim too ambi- 
tious? Not for the American people. 

Today, by the grit of our people and the 
grace of God, the cold war is over. Freedom 
has carried the day. And I leave the White 
House grateful for what we have achieved 
together and also exhilarated by the promise 
of what can come to pass. 

This afternoon I would like to just share 
some of my thoughts on the past few years 
and on America’s purpose in the world. My 
thesis is a simple one. Amid the triumph and 
the tumult of the recent past, one truth rings 
out more clearly than ever: America remains 
today what Lincoln said it was more than a 
century ago, “the last best hope of man on 
Earth.” This is a fact, a truth made indelible 
by the struggles and the agonies of the 20th 
century and in the sacrifice symbolized by 
each towering oak on Simpson Drill Field 
here at Texas A&M University. The leader- 
ship, the power, and yes, the conscience of 
the United States of America, all are essential 
for a peaceful, prosperous international 
order, just as such an order is essential for 
us. 

History's lesson is clear: When a war-weary 
America withdrew from the international 
stage following World War I, the world 
spawned militarism, fascism, and aggression 
unchecked, plunging mankind into another 
devastating conflict. But in answering the call 
to lead after World War II, we built from 
the principles of democracy and the rule of 
law a new community of free nations, a com- 
munity whose strength, perseverance, pa- 
tience, and unity of purpose contained Soviet 
totalitarianism and kept the peace. 

In the end, Soviet communism provided 
no match for free enterprise beyond its bor- 
ders or the yearning for liberty within them. 
And the American leadership that under- 
mined the confidence and capacity of the 
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Communist regimes became a beacon for all 
the peoples of the world. 

Stoaddfast and sure, generations of Ameri- 
cans stood in the path of the Soviet advance 
while our adversary probed for weaknesses 
that were never found. Presidents from both 
a led an Atlantic alliance held together 

y the bonds of principle and love of liberty, 
facing a Warsaw Pact lashed together by oc- 
cupation troops and quisling governments 
and when all else failed, the use of tanks 
against its own people. By the 1980's, Krem- 
lin leaders found that our alliance would not 
crack when they threatened America’s allies 
with the infamous SS—20 nuclear missile. Nor 
did the alliance shrink from the deployment 
of countervailing missiles to defend against 
this menace. 

In the Pacific, too, we built a new alliance 
with Japan, defended Korea, and called hun- 
dreds of thousands of Americans to sacrifice 
in the jungles of Southeast Asia. 

The American people demonstrated that 
they would shoulder whatever defense bur- 
den, make whatever sacrifice was needed to 
assure our freedom and protect our allies and 
interests. And we made use of this superb 
technology that our free enterprise system 
has produced. And having learned that they 
could not divide our alliance, the Soviets 
eventually were forced to realize that their 
command economy simply could not com- 
07 As the Soviet system stalled and crum- 

led, so too did the ability of its rulers to 
deny their people the truth, about us and 
about them. 

In the end, Soviet communism was de- 
stroyed by its own internal contradictions. 
New leaders with new vision faced the hard 
truths that their predecessors had long de- 
nied. Glasnost, perestroika: They may have 
been Russian words, but the concepts at their 
core were universal. 

The Soviet Union did not simply lose the 
cold war; the Western democracies won it. 
I say this not to gloat but to make a key point. 
The qualities that enabled us to triumph in 
that struggle; faith, strength, unity, and above 
all, American leadership, are those we must 
call upon now to win the peace. 

In recent years, with the Soviet empire in 
its death throes, the potential for crisis and 
conflict was never greater, the demand for 
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American leadership never more compelling. 
As the peoples of Eastern Europe on their 
bold move for freedom, we urged them alon 
a peaceful path to liberation. They turn 
to us. They turned to America, and we did 
not turn away. And when our German friends 
took their hammers to tear down that wall, 
we encouraged a united Germany, safely 
within the NATO alliance. They looked to 
America, and we did not look away. And 
when the people of Russia blocked the tanks 
that tried to roll back the tide of history, 
America did not walk away. 

I can remember speaking to Boris Yeltsin 
at that terrible moment of crisis. At times 
the static on the telephone made it almost 
impossible to hear him, but there was no mis- 
taking what he wanted to know. He asked 
where the United States of America stood. 
And America answered, for all the world to 
hear, “We stand with you.” 

Boris Yeltsin to this day hasn’t forgotten. 
Praising our country on his visit to the White 
House this June, he said George Bush was 
the first to understand the true scope and 
meaning of the victory of the Russian people 
on August 19, 1991. He addressed me—[ap- 
plause|—he addressed me but he was talking 
about our country, the United States of 
America. 

The free peoples of the world watched; 
they ear set 25 awe as the Soviet Union col- 
lapsed, but they held their breath at what 
might take its place, wondering who might 
control its tens of thousands of nuclear weap- 
ons. Only America could manage that dan- 
ger. We acted decisively to help the new 
leaders reduce their arsenals oak gain firm 
control of those that remain. 

Here, then, is the remarkable fact that his- 
tory will record, a fact that will be studied 
for years in the library right here at Texas 
A&M University: The end of a titanic clash 
of political systems, the collapse of the most 
heavily armed empire in history, took place 
without a shot being fired. That should be 
a source of pride for every American. 

From the days after World War II, when 
fragile European democracies were threat- 
ened by Stalin’s expansionism, to the last days 
of the cold war, as our foes became fragile 
democracies themselves, American leader- 
ship has been indispensable. No one person 
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deserves credit for this. America does. It has 
been achieved because of what we as a peo- 
ple stand for and what we are made of. 

Yes, we answered the call, and we tri- 
umphed, but today we are summoned again. 
This time we are called not to wage a war, 
hot or cold, but to win the democratic peace, 
not for half a world as before but for people 
the world over. The end of the cold war, you 
see, has placed in our hands a unique oppor- 
tunity to see the principles for which America 
has stood for two centuries, democracy, free 
enterprise, and the rule of law, spread more 
widely than ever before in human history. 

For the first time, turning this global vision 
into a new and better world is, indeed, a real- 
istic possibility. It is a hope that embodies 
our country’s tradition of idealism, which has 
made us unique among nations and uniquely 
successful. And our vision is not mere uto- 
pianism. The advance of democratic ideals 
reflects a hard-nosed sense of our own, of 
American self-interest. For certain truths 
have, indeed, now become evident: Govern- 


ments responsive to the will of the people 


are not likely to commit aggression. They are 


not likely to sponsor terrorism or to threaten 
humanity with weapons of mass destruction. 
Likewise, the global spread of free markets, 
by encouraging trade, investment, and 
growth, will sustain the expansion of Amer- 
ican prosperity. In short, by helping others, 
we help ourselves. 

Some will dismiss this vision as no more 
than a dream. I ask them to consider the last 
4 years when a dozen dreams were made 
real: The Berlin Wall demolished and Ger- 
many united; the captive nations set free; 
Russia democratic; whole classes of nuclear 
weapons eliminated, the rest vastly reduced; 
many nations united in our historic U.N. coa- 
lition to turn back a tyrant in the Persian 
Gulf; Israel and its Arab neighbors, for the 
first time talking peace, face to face, in a re- 
gion that has known so much war. 

Each of these once seemed a dream. 
Today they're concrete realities, brought 
about by a common cause: the patient and 
judicious application of American leadership, 
American power, and perhaps most of all, 
American moral force. Without a doubt, 
there’s going to be serious obstacles and set- 
backs ahead. You know and I know that we 
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face some already. Violence, poverty, ethnic 
and religious hatreds will be powerful adver- 
saries. And overcoming them is going to take 
time, and it’s going to take tenacity, courage, 
and commitment. But I am absolutely con- 
vinced that they can be overcome. 

Look to Europe, where nations, after cen- 
turies of war, transformed themselves into a 
peaceful, progressive community. No society, 
no continent should be disqualified from 
sharing the ideals of human liberty. The com- 
munity of democratic nations is more robust 
then ever, and it will gain strength as it grows. 
By working with our allies, by invigorating 
our international institutions, America does 
not have to stand alone. 

Yet from some quarters, we hear voices 
sounding the retreat. We’ve carried the bur- 
den too long, they say, and the disappearance 
of the Soviet challenge means that America 
can withdraw from international responsibil- 
ities. And then others assert that domestic 
needs preclude an active foreign policy, that 
we've en our part; now it’s someone else’s 
turn. We're warned against entangling our- 
selves in the troubles that abound in today’s 
world, to name only a few: clan warfare, mass 
starvation in Somalia; savage violence in 
Bosnia; instability in the former Soviet 
Union; the alarming growth of virulent na- 
tionalism. 

It’s true, these problems—some frozen by 
the cold war, others held in check by Com- 
munist repression—seem to have ignited all 
at once, taxing the world’s ability to respond. 
But let’s be clear: The alternative to Amer- 
ican leadership is not more security for our 
citizens but less, not the flourishing of Amer- 
ican principles but their isolation in a world 
actively held hostile to them. 

Destiny, it has been said, is not a matter 
of chance; it’s a matter of choice; It’s not 
a thing to be waited for; it’s a thing to be 
achieved. And we can never safely assume 
that our future will be an improvement over 
the past. Our choice as a people is simple: 
We can either shape our times, or we can 
let the times shape us. And shape us they 
will, at a price frightening to contemplate, 
morally, economically, and strategically. 

Morally, a failure to respond to massive 
human catastrophes like that in Somalia 
would scar the soul of our nation. There can 
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be no single or simple set of guidelines for 
foreign policy. We should help. But we 
should Rsee: of using military force only in 
those situations where the stakes warrant, 
where it can be effective, and its application 
limited in scope and time. As we pis to save 
lives, we must always be mindful of the lives 
that we may have to put at risk. 

Economically, a world of escalating insta- 
bility and hostile nationalism will disrupt 
global markets, set off trade wars, set us on 
a path of economic decline. American jobs 
would be lost, our chance to compete would 
be blocked, and our very well-being would 
be undermined. 

Economically—that is, on strategic side, 
strategically, abandonment of the worldwide 
democratic revolution could be disastrous for 
American security. The alternative to democ- 
racy, I think we would all agree, is 
authoritarianism: regimes that can be repres- 
sive, xenophobic, aggressive, and violent. 
And in a world where despite U.S. efforts, 
weapons of mass destruction are spreading, 
the collapse of the democratic revolution 
could pose a direct threat to the safety of 
every single American. 

The new world could, in time, be as men- 
acing as the old. And let me be blunt: A re- 
treat from American leadership, from Amer- 
ican involvement, would be a mistake for 
which future generations, indeed our own 
children, would pay dearly. 

But we can influence the future. We can 
rededicate ourselves to the hard work of free- 
dom. And this doesn’t mean running off on 
reckless, expensive crusades. It doesn’t mean 
bearing the world’s burdens all alone. But 
it does mean leadership, economic, political, 
and yes, military, when our interests and val- 
ues are at risk and where we can make a 
difference. And when we place our young 
men and women of the military in harm’s 
way, we must be able to assure them and 
their families that their mission is defined 
and that its success can be achieved. 

It seems like ages ago that the people of 
Germany tore down that wall. But it’s been 
only 3 years and just over a year since the 
August coup was defeated by brave Russian 
democrats. And in this brief time, we’ve em- 
barked on a new course through uncharted 
waters. The United States and its friends, old 
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and new, have begun to define the post-cold- 
war reality. And we are already transformin; 
the old network of alliances, institutions, wa 
regimes to face the future. And those chal- 
lenges must be met with collective action, 
led by the United States, to protect and pro- 
mote our political, economic, and security 
values. 

Our foundation must be the democratic 
community that won the cold war. And we've 
begun to adapt America’s political, economic, 
and defense relationships with Europe and 
Japan to ensure their vitality and strength in 
this new era, for these will continue to be 
essential partners in addressing the next gen- 
eration of, problems and opportunities. 

For example, we've begun to transform the 
Atlantic alliance, that bulwark against the So- 
viet threat, into a partnership with a more 
united Europe, a partnership primed to meet 
new security challenges in this age of uncer- 
tainty. And a new feature of our alliance, the 
North Atlantic Cooperation Council, enables 
NATO to reach out to our former adversaries 
in the Warsaw Pact. 

In the Pacific, we've affirmed the impor- 
tance of the U.S.-Japan security ties to stabil- 
ity in Asia. But we're also exploring ways to 
work together as global partners to address 
common interests in economics, develop- 
ment, and regional problems. 

Then we've committed ourselves to ex- 
panding the democratic community by sup- 
porting political and economic freedom in 
nascent democracies and market economies. 
And we're sharing this burden with the very 
nations America helped after World War II. 

Look, in Central and Eastern Europe, our 
enterprise funds and these other programs 
have helped develop a new political, eco- 
nomic, and civic infrastructure for nations 
long oppressed by Stalin’s legacy. And now 
the FREEDOM Support Act will provide 
crucial help for reform in the lands of our 
former enemies. 

In Latin America, the day of the dictator 
has given way to the dawn of democracy. This 
very day, our Vice President is taking part 
in a ceremony in El] Salvador that caps the 
long effort to end the killing and give the 
people there the opportunity to live in peace. 

Throughout the region, economic initia- 
tives are orl a new generation of leaders 
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reform their societies. The Brady plan and 
our Enterprise for the Americas Initiative 
have opened up extraordinary possibilities for 
a new relationship with our hemispheric 
neighbors. Investment, free trade, debt re- 
lief, and environmental protection will nur- 
ture the homegrown reforms throughout 
Latin America. 

We're strengthening the ability of the 
democratic community to deal with the polit- 
ical landmines that the cold war has exposed: 
aggressive nationalism, earlier I mentioned 
ethnic conflict, civil war, and humanitarian 
crises. The United States has led the world 
in supporting a United Nations more capable 
with dealing with these crises. 

All over the world, Nicaragua, Namibia, 
Angola, Cambodia, we’ve promoted elections 
not only as a goal but as a tool, a device for 
resolving conflicts and establishing political 
~—s 

One of vital interest to every young person: 
In the area of security and arms control, 
we've stepped up patrol against the spread 
of weapons of mass destruction. The new 
chemical weapons convention will ban chem- 
ical weapons from the arsenals of all partici- 
pating states. We've strengthened multilat- 
eral export controls on nuclear and chemical 
and biological and missile-related tech- 
nologies. And in a mission without prece- 
dent, a U.N. inspection team is innit 
Iraq’s unconventional weapons capability, 
and we're going to support them every inch 
of the way. And once implemented, the 
agreements we've negotiated will ban new 
nuclear states on the territory of the former 
Soviet Union. And above all, we’ve sought 
to erase nuclear nightmares from the sleep 
of future generations. 

We as seam one key security principle 
with a line in the sand: Naked aggression 
against our vital interests will be answered 
decisively by American resolve, American 
leadership, and American might. Our victory 
in the Gulf, in the Persian Gulf, was more 
than a blow for justice. It was a reminder 
to other would-be aggressors that they will 
pay a price for their outlaw acts. 

We've been committed to building the 
basis for sustained international economic 
growth for ourselves and for those nations 
of what were once the so-called second and 
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third worlds. The heart of our efforts has 
been the creation of a stronger and freer 
international trading market. 

Our recent ioediinna with the Euro- 
pean Community clears the way for an early 
conclusion to the Uruguay round of GATT 
and a major boost to world economic recov- 
ery. This week, Mexico, Canada, and the 
United States will sign a landmark agreement 
establishing the largest free trade zone the 
world has ever seen. And our efforts to forge 
a new mechanism for Asia-Pacific economic 
cooperation confirm America’s commitment 
to remain an economic and security power 
in Asia. 

I believe we've taken important steps to- 
ward a world in which democracy is the 
norm, in which private enterprise, free trade, 
and prosperity enrich every region, a world 
in which the rule of law prevails. We must 
not stumble as we travel toward a world with- 
out the brutal violence of Bosnia, the deadly 
anarchy of Somalia, or the squalor that still 
haunts so much of the globe. We can’t rest 
while a handful of renegade regimes aspire 
to obtain weapons of mass destruction with 
which to threaten their neighbors or even 
America. There is much to Be done before 
we are within reach of the democratic peace. 
But these first steps have taken us in that 
right direction. 

The challenge ahead, then, is as great as 
the one we faced at the end of the last great 
war. But the opportunity is vastly greater. 
Success will require American vision and re- 
solve, an America secure in its military, 
moral, and economic strength. Success will 
require unity of purpose: a commitment on 
the part of all our people to the proposition 
that our Nation’s destiny lies in the wees of 
a better world, a new world made better, 
with our friends and allies, again by American 
leadership. 

History is summoning us once again to 
lead. Proud of its past, America must once 
again look forward. And we must live up to 
the greatness of our forefathers’ ideals and 
in doing so secure our grandchildren’s fu- 
tures. And that is the cause that much of my 
public life has been dedicated to serving. 

Let me just say this—[applause]|—in 36— 
hey listen—[applause|—come on now, you 
guys, as Barbara Bush would say—(ap- 
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plause]. But in 36 days we will have a new 
President. And I am confident, I am very 
confident that he will do his level-best to 
serve the cause that I have outlined here 
today. And he’s going to have my support— 
[applause|—and he will have my support, 
and I'll stay out of his way. And I really mean 
that. But it is more important than my sup- 
port, it is more important that he have your 
support. You are our future. 

God bless you, and God bless the United 
States of America. Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:08 p.m. at 
G. Rollie White Coliseum. In his remarks, 
he referred to William H. Mobley, president, 
Herbert H. Richardson, chancellor, and Ross 
Margraves, chairman, board of regents, 
Texas A&M University; Rick Perry, Texas 
State commissioner of agriculture; Kay Bai- 
ley Hutchison, Texas State treasurer; and 
Frederick D. McClure, former Assistant to 
the President for Legislative Affairs. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting the Report of the 
Presidential Commission on the 
Assignment of Women in the Armed 
Forces 


December 15, 1992 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to section 543(c) of the National 

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Years 

1992 and 1993 (Public Law 102-190), I have 

the honor to transmit the Report to the Presi- 

dent of the Presidential Commission on the 

Assignment of Women in the Armed Forces. 
Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and Dan Quayle, President of the Sen- 


ate. 
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Remarks Honoring the World Series 
Champion Toronto Blue Jays 
December 16, 1992 


This is about as much fun as I’ve had since 
the election, I'll tell you. I am just delighted 
that the Toronto Blue Jays are here. Ambas- 
sador Burney was to be here; I don’t know 
that he is. But he’s a good man. He’s rep- 
resented Canada well. And that brings me 
to the subject at hand. Is Steve—I can’t 
see—there’s Bobby. Hi, Steve. Bobby Brown 
is here, an oldtime, longtime friend, the 
American League president, and I appreciate 
your being here, and Steve Greenberg, who 
is the deputy commissioner of baseball and 
doing a superb job in that very tough office. 
And I want to salute Mike Reilly and Joe 
West, the umpires. Very little good is said 
in kind about the umpires, but I’m glad to 
stand up for them. They do a great job. And 
our Little League champs are here from 
Long Beach, California. And behind them, 
I’m told, the Babe Ruth champs, Babe Ruth 
League champions from across the Nation. 
So welcome to all of you. 


I wish that Carla Hills were here. You 
might say, “Why?” She is our Trade Rep- 
resentative. And I thought she understood 
that our Free Trade Agreement with Canada 
did not mean that the United States would 
trade away the world’s championship. 
[Laughter] And most of these guys are very 
loyal to Canada and the Blue Jays, but most 
of them are Americans. And so we salute 
them as championship baseball players. I 
really am pleased that you could come down 
this festive time of year, and I’m proud to 
honor a team whose greatness transcends na- 
tionality. 


The Atlanta Braves—it’s like the Dallas 
Cowboys used to be, America’s team, you 
know—the Atlanta Braves are known as 
America’s team. And beating them, the Blue 
Jays became a true world championship 
team. 


You know, I’m not sure in the World Series 
is getting—if it’s getting more exciting each 
year, or if I’m just enjoying it more. But this 
year’s matchup was a heart-stopper that base- 
ball fans I 


on’t believe will ever forget. 
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Think of it: four one-run ball games, three 
Toronto victories won in the final time at bat. 
The Braves and Blue Jays staged a fall classic 
that even Ripley wouldn’t believe. 

And your season and this series were punc- 
tuated by some great individual efforts: Joe 
Carter, the man who brought you all home 
with the RBI’s; Mike Timlin and the relief 
pitching crew who came up with some tight 
pitching at the end of very close ball games; 
the MVP effort put in by catcher Pat Bor- 
ders, who couldn’t be with us this morning, 
you see, his wife is due any day now wi 
their second child; and then pitcher Jack 
Morris, who is here for the second year in 
a row. He manages to come no matter what 
happens. [Laughter] He came here with the 
Twins last year, and if he comes next year, 
we're going to give him a guest room— 
[laughter|—or get Governor Clinton to. 

But, anyway, it was Old Man River’s 11th- 
inning double in game 6 that put this series 
in the record books. And that hit, by a 41- 
year-old veteran, showed that baseball isn’t 
about country; it’s about courage and stamina 


and grit. And after 21 years in the majors, 
Dave Winfield finally has the World Series 
ring. 
Cito Gaston, his coaching staff, and the en- 
tire Blue Jays team showed that America’s 


pastime is becoming the world’s pastime. 
And for that, as a fan, I could not be happier. 
By winning Canada’s first World Series, you 
all became national heroes as well as cultural 
ambassadors, and you did it with class. You 
did it with class all the way. And class, of 
course, has marked the entire Blue Jays his- 
tory. In 16 years, you've gone from the dog- 
house to the penthouse. Millie likes that. 
[Laughter] 

Your general manager, Pat Gillick, will tell 
you those first few seasons were not easy. 
But in five of the last six seasons, Toronto 
has either won the American League East 
or finished second. And your fans have taken 
notice of your hard work. When you built 
the world’s first convertible stadium, 
Skydome, who would have expected major 
league attendance records in 1991 and in 
1992? More than 4 million fans each year. 

Now, it’s no secret that in the series, I had 
to—it was kind of an international thing; 
please, don’t you guys be sore—I kind of 
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rooted for the Braves, you may remember. 
[Laughter] But I’ve also got—and I’m not 
holding it against you all that you beat up 
my kid’s team, the Texas Rangers, like you 
did. [Laughter] About the Star Game, 
they were doing pretty well until they ran 
into you guys from time to time; down they 
went. But nevertheless, that’s another sub- 


ect. 

' But look I do want to congratulate the 
Braves, also. They had another great season. 
They fought hard, and they never gave up. 
But in the end, you won it, and you won 
it fair and square. And both personally and 
on behalf of the United States, I salute you. 
As I told Cito from Air Force One the day 
after the series, America is proud of you. 

And in a larger sense, I want to salute all 
of baseball, a game that I’ve loved since my 
dad took me to my first game—I think it was 
in Yankee Stadium—many, many years ago. 
In that spirit let me recognize the future 
major leaguers that are here this morning: 
The world Little League champions, the All 
Stars from Long Beach, California—you guys 
stand up for one second. There they are. 
Welcome, and I’m glad you came all this way. 
No speeches out of you guys; I'll do that. 
[Laughter] Okay. Special congratulations to 
the Babe Ruth League champs from Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, in the 6-to-12 division— 
where are they? You guys stand up. Thank 
you. And then from Phoenix in the 13-to- 
15-year-old division, big guys—where are 
they? Well done. And then lastly from Van- 
couver, Washington, in the 16-to-18-year-old 
category, we have some of those—there they 
are. 

I hope all of you recall this day and these 
world’s champions from Toronto. I can’t 
think of better role models to follow or better 
examples of character: Fight clean and fair, 
and do your best. 

Joe McCarthy, the great Yankee man- 
ager—Bobby, did you play oe 
said, “Give a boy a bat and a ball, and he'll 
be a good citizen.” And those words are as 
relevant today as when I was playing baseball 
some 40 years ago, hitting eighth, second 
cleanup we called it. [Laughter] And to the 
heroes of baseball, young and old, I congratu- 
late you on behalf of our Nation, and I extend 
to you a very warm welcome to the White 
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House. You've all excelled in that great 
American pastime we follow to this day. And 
so congratulations. 

At this very special time of year, may God 
bless each and every one of you. Thanks for 
coming to the White House. 

And now Cito, as a closing thing, I wish 
you'd come over here. This is a rookie ball 
player who needs a job. [Laughter] And I’m 
going to give you this baseball card. Take a 
look at him. You need a good-fielding first 
baseman; I’m your man. 

Good to see you all, and thanks for coming. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:47 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Build- 
ing. 


Proclamation 6515—To Modify the 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States, To Extend Tariff 
Reductions on Certain Tropical 
Products, To Reduce Duties on 


Peach, — Raspberry, or Cherry 


Jams, and For Other Purposes 
December 16, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


1. Section 1205(a) of the Omnibus Trade 
and Competitiveness Act of 1988 (“1988 
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 3005(a)) directs the United 
States International Trade Commission 
(“Commission”) to keep the Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States (“HTS”) 
under continuous review and periodically to 
recommend to the President such modifica- 
tions to the HTS as the Commission consid- 
ers necessary or appropriate. Section 1205(a) 
sets forth five categories of such potential 
modifications to the HTS, including changes 
to conform the HTS with amendments made 
to the International Convention on the Har- 
monized Commodity Description and Cod- 
ing System (“Convention”), to promote the 
uniform application of the Convention and 
its Annex, to ensure that the HTS is kept 
up-to-date in light of changes in technology 
or in patterns of international trade, to allevi- 
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ate unnecessary administrative burdens, and 
to make technical rectifications. 

2. Section 1205(d) of the 1988 Act (19 
U.S.C. 3005(d)) provides that the Commis- 
sion may not recommend any modification 
unless it is consistent with the Convention 
and that any amendment thereto rec- 
ommended for adoption is consistent with 
sound nomenclature principles, ensures sub- 
stantial rate neutrality, and does not alter ex- 
isting conditions of competition for the af- 
fected United States industry, labor, or trade. 
Section 1205(d) further provides that any 
change to a rate of duty must be consequent 
to, or necessitated by, nomenclature modi- 
fications that are recommended under this 
section. 

3. Pursuant to section 1205(b) of the 1988 
Act (19 U.S.C. 3005(b)), the Commission in- 
stituted Investigations Nos. 1205-1 and 
1205-2. The Commission included in its no- 
tices of investigation the proposed changes 
to the HTS. Pursuant to section 1205(c) of 
the 1988 Act (19 U.S.C. 3005(c)), taking into 
account the views and submissions of Federal 
Government agencies and other interested 
parties, the Commission submitted to the 
President two reports, one in March 1991 
(with a June addendum and revision in May 
1992) and the second in November 1991, 
recommending changes to the HTS in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of section 1205. 
The Commission included in its reports cop- 
ies or summaries of the submissions received 
in the investigations, together with a state- 
ment of the probable economic effect of each 
recommended change on any industry in the 
United States. 

4. Pursuant to section 1206(a) of the 1988 
Act (19 U.S.C. 3006(a)), I have determined 
that the recommended modifications are in 
conformity with United States obligations 
under the Convention and do not run 
counter to the national economic interest of 
the United States. The report and lay-over 
requirements of section 1206(b) of the 1988 
Act (19 U.S.C. 3006(b)) have been met. 

5. Pursuant to section 1102(a) of the 1988 
Act (19 U.S.C. 2902(a)), on December 5, 
1988, the United States entered into a trade 
agreement providing for the reduction of 
rates of duty applicable to imports of certain 
tropical products. This trade agreement with 
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other contracting parties to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (“GATT”) 
(61 Stat. (pts. 5 and 6)), as amended, commit- 
ted the United States to make, on a provi- 
sional basis, tariff reductions on enumerated 
tropical products. 

6. Pursuant to section 1102(a) of the 1988 
Act, by Proclamation 6030 of September 28, 
1989, and specifically Annex II thereto, I pro- 
claimed temporary reductions of existing du- 
ties on imports of such enumerated tropical 
products, to be effective through December 
31, 1992. 

7. Pursuant to the 1988 Act, I have deter- 
mined that the modification or continuance 
of existing duties is required or appropriate 
to carry out the trade agreement on tropical 
products. Accordingly, I have decided to ex- 
tend the effective period of the temporary 
duty reductions on such enumerated tropical 
products, as set forth in headings 9903.10.01 
through 9903.10.42, inclusive, of the HTS, 
through December 31, 1993. 

8. Pursuant to subtitle B of title I of the 
1988 Act (19 U.S.C. 3001-3012), by Procla- 
mation 5911 of November 19, 1988, the 
United States adopted and implemented the 
HTS, comprising the Tariff Schedules of the 
United States (““TSUS”) (19 U.S.C. 1202) 
converted into the format of the Inter- 
national Convention on the Harmonized 
Commodity Description and Coding System 
(“Harmonized System”). Included in the 
HTS, effective January 1, 1989, were new 
provisions covering jams of peaches, apricots, 
raspberries, or cherries, falling under Har- 
monized System subheading 2007.99. The 
Rates of Duty 1-General subcolumn on such 
products under these new HTS provisions 
were higher than the corresponding column 
1 duty rates under the pertinent former 
TSUS items, because of procedures generally 
applied during the tariff conversion and defi- 
nitional differences between the two nomen- 
clature systems. 

9. Section 312 of the Customs and Trade 
Act of 1990 (“1990 Act”) (Public Law 101- 
382; 104 Stat. 666) temporarily reduced the 
most-favored-nation (MFN) duty rates (re- 
flected in the column 1 rates of duty) on such 
imported products to the levels applicable 
under the former TSUS, effective through 
December 31, 1992. Section 312(b) of the 
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1990 Act authorizes the President to pro- 
claim permanent modifications in column 1 
rates of duty to restore the tariff treatment 
applicable under the former TSUS, upon a 

etermination that appropriate trade conces- 
sions, including the correction of errors and 
oversights in foreign tariff schedules, have 
been obtained. 

10. Accordingly, following negotiations, I 
have determined that appropriate trade con- 
cessions (specifically, a restoration by the Eu- 
ropean Economic Community (“EEC”) of 
the duty rates on inedible mixtures of animal 
and vegetable fats and oils that applied be- 
fore the EEC’s implementation of a Har- 
monized System-based tariff in 1988) have 
been obtained, and that it is necessary and 
— riate to restore the tariff treatment ap- 
plicable under the TSUS to jams of peaches, 
apricots, raspberries, or cherries, falling 
under Harmonized System subheading 
2007.99. 

11. Finally, in order to effect in the HTS 
certain conforming changes omitted in Proc- 
lamation 6282 of April 25, 1991, Proclama- 
tion 6343 of September 28, 1991, Proclama- 
tion 6446 of June 15, 1992, and Proclamation 
6455 of July 2, 1992, I have determined that 
it is necessary and appropriate to modify the 
HTs. 

12. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 
(“Trade Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2483) authorizes 
the President to embody in the HTS the sub- 
stance of the provisions of that Act, and of 
other Acts affecting import treatment, and 
actions thereunder, including removal, modi- 
fication, continuance, or imposition of any 
rate of duty or other import restriction. Sec- 
tion 1206(c) of the 1988 Act (19 U.S.C. 
3006(c)) provides that any modifications pro- 
claimed by the President under section 
1206(a) of that Act may not take effect before 
the 15th day after the date on which the text 
of the proclamation is published in the Fed- 
eral Register. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the Con- 
stitution and the laws of the United States 
of America, including but not limited to sec- 
tions 1102 and 1206 of the 1988 Act, section 
312 of the 1990 Act, and section 604 of the 
Trade Act, do proclaim that: 
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(1) The HTS is modified as set forth in 
Annex I to this proclamation. 

(2) In order to provide for the continuation 
of previously proclaimed staged duty reduc- 
tions on Canadian goods in the HTS provi- 
sions modified in Annex I to this proclama- 
tion, effective with respect to goods originat- 
ing in the territory of Canada that are en- 
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con- 
sumption, on or after the dates specified in 
Annex II to this proclamation, the rate of 
duty in the HTS set forth in the Rates of 
Duty 1-Special subcolumn followed by the 
symbol “CA” in parentheses for each of the 
HTS subheadings enumerated in such Annex 
shall be deleted and the rate of duty provided 
in such Annex inserted in lieu thereof effec- 
tive with respect to such goods on the dates 
specified. 

(3) In order to provide for the continuation 
of previously proclaimed duty reductions for 
goods in the HTS provisions modified in 
Annex I to this proclamation that are the 
products of countries designated as bene- 
ficiary countries for purposes of the Carib- 
bean Basin Economic Recovery Act, as 
amended (“CBERA”) (19 U.S.C. 2701 et 
seq.), or the Andean Trade Preference Act 
(“ATPA”) (19 U.S.C. 3201 et seq.), effective 
with respect to goods that are the products 
of countries designated as beneficiary coun- 
tries for purposes of the CBERA or the 
ATPA that are entered, or withdrawn from 
warehouse for consumption, on or after the 
dates specified in Annex III to this proclama- 
tion, the rate of duty in the HTS set forth 
in the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn 
followed by the symbol “E,}” in parentheses 
for each of the HTS subheadings enumer- 
ated in such Annex shall be deleted and the 
rate of duty provided in such Annex inserted 
in lieu thereof effective with respect to such 
goods on the dates specified. 

(4) The duty reductions set forth in HTS 
headings 9903.10.01 through 9903.10.42 
shall be effective with respect to goods en- 
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con- 
sumption, through December 31, 1993. 

(5) Heading 2007 of the HTS is modified 
as provided in Annex IV to this proclamation. 

(6) In order to provide for certain con- 
forming changes omitted in aforementioned 
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roclamations, the HTS is modified as set 
orth in Annex V to this proclamation. 

(7) Any provisions of previous proclama- 
tions inconsistent with the provisions of this 
proclamation are hereby superseded to the 
extent of such inconsistency. 

(8)(a) The modifications made by para- 
graph (1) of this proclamation shall be effec- 
tive with respect to articles entered, or with- 
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on 
or after January 1, 1993, or on or after the 
15th day after the date of publication of this 
proclamation in the Federal Register, which- 
ever is later. 

(b) The modifications made by paragraphs 
(2), (3), and (6) of this proclamation shall be 
effective with respect to articles entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, 
on or after the dates set forth in Annexes 
II, III, and V to this proclamation. 

(c) The modifications made b hs 
(4) and (5) of this proclamation shall beef ec- 
tive with respect to articles entered, or with- 
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on 
or after January 1, 1993. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-two, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and seventeenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
3:20 p.m., December 16, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation and its annexes 
were published in the Federal Register on 
December 17. 


Statement by Press Secre 

Fitzwater on the President’s Meeting 
With King Hussein of Jordan 
December 16, 1992 


The President today met with King Hus- 
sein of Jordan in connection with the King’s 
private visit to the U.S. for a medical check- 
up. The two leaders had a discussion of the 
situation in the Gulf, especially the impor- 
tance of maintaining U.N. sanctions against 
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Iraq, and the Middle East peace process. The 
President also welcomed Jordan’s decision to 
commit forces to both the peacemaking and 
peacekeeping phases in Somalia. 


Recess Appointment of Sean Charles 
O’Keefe as Secretary of the Navy 


December 16, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to a ah Sean Charles O’Keefe, 
of Virginia, to be Secretary of the Navy. He 
would succeed H. Lawrence Garrett III. 

Since July, Mr. O’Keefe has served as Act- 
ing Secretary of the Navy. Prior to this, Mr. 
O’Keefe served as Comptroller for the De- 
partment of Defense, 1989-92. He has also 
served on the Defense Subcommittee of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee as minor- 
ity counsel, 1987-89; minority staff director, 
1986-87; and majority professional staff 
member, 1981-85. Mr. O’Keefe also served 
as a budget analyst for Naval Sea Systems 
at the Department of Defense, 1980-81. 

Mr. O'Keefe graduated from Loyola Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1977) and Syracuse University 
(M.P.A., 1978). He was born January 27, 
1956, in Monterey, CA. Mr. O’Keefe is mar- 
ried, has three children, and resides in Ar- 
lington, VA. 


Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Ambassador Saud Nasir Al-Sabah of 
Kuwait 


December 17, 1992 


The President. | don’t think anybody has 
been more steadfast in their support of a 
common purpose than you have, and I am 
very grateful to you. And I hope you'll pay 
my respects when you go home to His Maj- 
esty. 

But I want to take this opportunity to 
thank you all. During that Desert Storm, you 
stayed in close touch, and you just did a dra- 
matic and wonderful job for the coalition. 
And we're going to miss you, darn it. 

But best of luck back there. 
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Q. Going to Somalia? 

Q. Mr. President, are you going to Somalia 
for Christmas? 

Ambassador Al-Sabah. I wanted to say 
a few words to express on behalf of His High- 
ness the Amir and my government and the 
people of Kuwait our deep sense of gratitude 
for your support, your leadership, and the 
liberation of Kuwait. And our relationship 
with the United States, I assure you, will re- 
main steadfast, strong as you like it to be. 

And I wish you all the best in your future 
endeavors, Mr. President, and tell you the 
Kuwaiti people hold you in deep respect for 
your role here. And we’re all looking forward 
to seeing you in Kuwait as soon as your time 
allows it, Mr. President. 

The President. Well, someday I want to 
do that, I tell you. I really do. It’s a wonder- 
ful, wonderful invitation. 

Q. Will we see you in Somalia soon, Mr. 
President? 

The President. Maybe some of these fel- 
lows don’t understand that under our new 
policy that’s been in effect now for 2 months, 
that we have a more rigid policy than we used 
to. You've been in here many times. But 
under the new policy, I don’t take questions 
at these, essentially what are photo opportu- 
nities. And so I just simply cannot—I under- 
stand their interest in whether I might travel 
someplace, but of course you’re welcome to 
say anything you want. 

Q. Are you going? 

Q. May we request a news conference 
then, sir? 

The President. We've had 235 news con- 
ferences. Isn’t that enough? 

Thank you all very much. 

Q. You mean, you won’t answer the ques- 
tion of whether you're considering? 

The President. I hope you have a wonder- 
ful Christmas. 

Q. I hope you 

The President. We will, we will. We're 
having the family coming here soon and 


everything. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Dec. 17 


Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Ambassador Souheil Chammas of the 


Lebanese Peace Delegation 
December 17, 1992 


The President. Welcome, and my re- 
spects to people at home. And we're just de- 
lighted you’re here at the White House. I 
think it’s proper and fitting, and I’m very 
pleased you're here. 

Q. Are you happy with the way these talks 
are going, Mr. President? 

The President. You can answer, sure. 

Ambassador Chammas. Maybe we 
would have wished that the peace talks—go 
ahead at a larger pace. But I take this oppor- 
tunity to express the deep gratitude and rec- 
ognition of the Lebanese Government on be- 
half of my President, the Prime Minister, and 
the political leadership, as well as the people 
of Lebanon. We think the initiative of Presi- 
dent Bush in holding the Madrid conference 
and initiating the peace process will in the 
end be an historic landmark. And time will 
prove that we’re right. Those of us who have 


accepted to come and join the peace process 
came knowing in the end, regardless of the 
difficulties, it would reach ultimately its fruit- 


ful conclusions. And this would be good for 
the area, its people, and all the states there. 

The President. A very good statement. A 
very good statement. 

Q. Do you think the deportation of 400 
Palestinians will disrupt the talks? 

Ambassador Chammas. It will loom 
largely over the talks. And we expressly hope 
that President Bush, with his weight in the 
administration, will do what they think they 
can in order to have the Israeli Government 
rescind the decision, because in itself depor- 
tation is bad. And under the circumstances 
it will adversely affect the peace process, I 
regret to say. And if the news were to be 
correct that they could be deported to Leb- 
anon, this will further aggravate an already 
grave situation in Lebanon. And I’m sure I 
will raise this with the President of the 
United States if President Bush would be 
kind enough to listen to me. 

The President. And | look forward to— 
[inaudible|—having a good discussion. 
Thank you all very much. 
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Note: The President spoke at 10 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 


Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Ambassador Mowaffak Aloaf of the 
Syrian Peace Delegation 


December 17, 1992 


The President. We're glad you're here 
and look forward to hearing from you how 
you feel the peace process is going and all 
of that. We fs you for staying in the game 
and being at the ome and just—I 
want to assure you of our determination to 
try to bring these as far along as we can while 
we're here. And I’m confident that our suc- 
cessors will want to see this process actively 


and vigorously continued. 
pee seen os Aloaf. Well, we are grateful 


very much, Mr. President, for receiving us. 
We consider this, really, as an indication of 
the great importance you attach to the peace 
process, something where our people and 
our authorities are convinced very deeply of. 
And they already, I think, have expressed 
their appreciation for your efforts. 

This is your peace initiative. If we are sorry 
that after 13 months of this peace process 
we are still without real progress, it is be- 
cause we know how much effort and how 
much—especially Secretary Baker—time, I 
think—has spent a lot of energy and efforts 
under your leadership in order to make this 
peace process the hopeful end for a conflict 
which has lasted for more than half a cen- 
tury—before and after. 

The President. Well, we can talk in a little 
more detail now as to how you see it and 
what you think we might be doing. But I, 
again, I say welcome. 

Q. Do you believe the process has not suc- 
ceeded, Mr. President? 

The President. He doesn’t remember that 
I don’t take questions at these photo oppor- 
tunities. But I’m glad and appreciate 
your 

Q. Are you boycotting the talks today, Mr. 
Ambassador? 

Ambassador Aloaf. We are not boycott- 
ing the peace process. We are protesting 
against what’s happening today when more 
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than 400 people, human beings, sitting blind- 
folded, their hands tied behind their back, 
in buses, waiting for a decision about some- 
thing which is, to begin with, really not ac- 
ceptable in neither an international nor in 
humanitarian roles. So we shall tell our Is- 
raeli ee how we feel about that. And 
we believe that this is not really helpful to 
the peace process. 

Q. But you will remain in the peace proc- 
ess. 

Ambassador Aloaf. We are in the peace 
process because we believe in the seriousness 
of the United States of America. We consider 
this invitation by President Bush to us as an 
indication of that importance and also as a 
message to the successor of President Bush, 
President-elect Clinton, a message that the 
peace process is important not only to the 
parties but also to the United States of Amer- 
ica and to the world. 

The President. | can assure you it is. And 
we'll see where we go. But we'll discuss that 
item here now as soon as we have our private 


talks. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
— on the Middle East Peace 
TZ 


December 17, 1992 


The President met today with Lebanese, 
Syrian, Jordanian-Palestinian, and Israeli del- 
— involved in the bilateral negotiations 
of the Middle East peace process. He did 
so to emphasize the continuing value of the 
process begun in Madrid, one that aims at 
a just, lasting, and comprehensive peace 
based on United Nations Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338. 

The President commended the parties for 
their sustained commitment to this process 
and for the progress they have achieved. It 
is significant that all of the parties have en- 
gaged seriously on the key issues of land, 
peace, and security. Substantial achieve- 
ments are within reach if the parties make 
additional efforts to address the legitimate 
concerns of their negotiating partners. 
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The actions and statements of the parties 
away from the table are no less important 
than the negotiations themselves. Both Arabs 
and Israelis need to elaborate their visions 
of peace. This will build public support for 
the negotiating process. They also need to 
form a mal voice calling for an end to 
all forms of violence and ae reactions such 
as deportations that risk complicating the 
search for peace. 

Peace between Israel and its neighbors has 
never been more achievable. A way has been 
created whereby the people of the Middle 
East can escape the wars that have too often 
defined the region’s history. Making peace 
a reality through these negotiations is the 
only way to frustrate those who would sabo- 
tage the peace process by violence. 

The U.S. role as catalyst, honest broker, 
and driving force was instrumental in achiev- 
ing the historic breakthrough at Madrid. The 
United States remains an essential partici- 
pant in the search for peace, willing to assist 
actively in making the negotiations succeed. 


Remarks on Signing the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
December 17, 1992 


Thank you, Mr. Secretary General. And let 
me say at the outset how very pleased I am 
to be here. May I thank you for permitting 
us to have this ceremony here and welcoming 
us. I’m delighted to be back here. I’ve been 
privileged as Vice President and President 
over the past 12 years to be here on quite 
a few occasions, and I am so thrilled that 
this, the final one, is to sign the NAFTA 
agreement. 

I want to salute so many people here 
today. I see so many members of our Cabinet 
that worked diligently on this agreement, 
whether it was Commerce under Bob 
Mosbacher; or Labor, Lynn Martin; or the 
Environmental Protection Agency under Bill 
Reilly; the Interior with Manuel Lujan. 
We're all represented here today. And the 
list should be inclusive, not exclusive, be- 
cause this has been a massive team effort on 
the part of the Canadian Government, the 
Mexican Government, and certainly the U.S. 
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side as well. But I do want to single out Am- 
bassador Jules Katz, who is the Deputy to 
Carla Hills sitting over here, who worked 
tirelessly on this agreement, and then, of 
course, our special representative, the U.S. 
Trade Representative, Carla Hills, herself, 
sitting in the middle, who made this a labor 
of love and put everything she had into it. 
We owe her a great vote of thanks from the 
U.S. side. 

Many others at the State Department, 
from Jim Baker on, were extraordinarily in- 
terested in this, kept the diplomacy alive and 
moving forward, and I salute them. Bernie 
Aronson is with us today. I’m delighted to 
see him here. He, too, has taken this on as 
this very special project. Arnold Kanter, our 
Acting Secretary, today Acting Secretary of 
State, is with us, and as I say, Bernie 
Aronson. And of course, I would be remiss 
if I singled out Americans if I didn’t mention 
one who came in with me here, General 
Brent Scowcroft, who’s done an awful lot to 
see that the White House was fully involved 
in these proceedings. So, there we are. And 
again I salute two more: the Mexican Ambas- 
sador to the United States, Gustavo 
Petricioli, who’s over here, and of course, 
Derek Burney, over here. 

I know we have many representatives from 
other nations here, and I don’t want to bore 
you with how things work in this country, 
but we have tried since the beginning of 
these negotiations to keep the various Mem- 
bers of Congress, the key Members of Con- 
gress, fully engaged in this, having them un- 
derstand the gives and the takes that go with 
any complicated negotiation. And I’m very 
pleased to see several of the key Members 
of Congress, Members of the United States 
Senate here today. So, that’s the American 
side. 

Let me just now get on with some com- 
ments about this agreement and about the 
common business that brings us all together, 
the affairs of this hemisphere. Throughout 
history, the destiny of nations has often been 
shaped by change and by chance and by the 
things—when I say chance, I’m talking about 
things that happen to them. And then there 
are those unique nations who shape their 
destinies by choice, by the things thet they 
make happen. 
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Three such nations come together today, 
Mexico, Canada, and the United States. And 
by signing the North American free trade 
agreement, we've committed ourselves to a 
better future for our children and for genera- 
tions yet unborn. This agreement will remove 
barriers to trade and investment across the 
two largest undefended borders of the globe 
and link the United States in a permanent 
womens growth with our first and third 
argest trading partners. 

The peace and friendship that we've long 
enjoyed as neighbors will now be strength- 
ened by the explosion of growth and trade 
let loose by the oases energies of our 
360 million citizens trading freely across our 
borders. 

I want to pay a personal tribute to my part- 
ners in this endeavor, two rare and gifted 
leaders, two special and valued friends with- 
out whose courage and leadership and vision 
this day could not have possibly come about. 
And when the history of our era is written, 
it will be said that the citizens of all the 
Americas were truly fortunate that Mexico 
and Canada, two great nations, two proud 
people, were led by President Carlos Salinas 
and Prime Minister Brian Mulroney. For 
Mexico particularly, especially, the NAFTA 
is a bold undertaking, ane possible by 
President Salinas’ brave reforms to reinvigo- 
rate, to invigorate the Mexican economy. 

It’s especially fitting that an American 
President sign this agreement in this great 
Hall of the Americas, the home of the Orga- 
nization of American States. You see, the 
NAFTA represents the first giant step to- 
wards fulfillment of a dream that has long 
inspired us all, the dream of a hemisphere 
united by economic cooperation and free 
competition. Because of what we have begun 
here today, I believe the time will soon come 
when trade is free from Alaska to Argentina; 
when every citizen of the Americas has the 
opportunity to share in new growth and ex- 
panding prosperity. 

I hope and trust that the North American 
free trade area can be extended to Chile, 
other worthy partners in South America and 
Central America and the Caribbean. Free 
trade throughout the Americas is an idea 
whose time has come. A new generation of 
democratic leaders has staked its future on 
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that promise. And under their leadership, a 
tide of economic reform and trade liberaliza- 
tion is transforming the hemisphere. 

Today, as a result, the hemisphere is grow- 
ing again. For the first time in years, more 
capital is flowing into the Americas for new 
investment than is flowing out. Every major 
debtor nation, from Mexico to Argentina, has 
——— a successful agreement to reduce 
and restructure its commercial bank debt 
under the Brady plan. 

Let me just offer a brief aside about the 
Brady plan if I might. I remember telling 
my good friend Nick Brady, our Secretary 
of the Treasury, “Okay, we'll call it the Brad 
plan, but if it’s successful we’re going to call 
it the Bush plan.” [Laughter] And he reluc- 
tantly accepted that guidance. 

I think history will show that the leader- 
ship of our distinguished Secretary of the 
Treasury did pay off and the plan has been 
highly successful. And by the way, the name 
will always be, appropriately, the Brady plan. 
And that’s the way it’s going to stay. 

Now, under the Enterprise for the Ameri- 
cas, many nations, Jamaica, Bolivia, Chile, 
Colombia, El Salvador, Uruguay, have re- 
duced or shortly will reduce their official 
debt with the United States. The Enterprise 
for the Americas Initiative is working. The 
initiative allows interest payments on official 
debt to be channeled into trust funds that 
protect the environment and support pro- 
grams for child survival. 

To those in other regions struggling to re- 
form statist economies, Latin America shines 
as a solid example of hope that hyperinflation 
can be tamed, growth can be revitalized, and 
new investment and trade can accelerate if 
developing nations stay the course through 
the difficult challenge of economic restruc- 
turing. 


These profound economic changes are a 
tribute to a courageous group of democratic 
leaders in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Their revolutionary vision has altered forever 
the face of the Americas. Their friendship 
and counsel have been enormously gratifying 


to me as President. But these profoun 

changes, along with the NAFTA itself, reflect 
a broader and, I believe, a more fundamental 
change in relations between the United 
States and the nations of this hemisphere. 
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For many decades, we’ve proclaimed ambi- 
tious goals for ourselves of a good neighbor 
policy, of an alliance for progress, of a part- 
nership built on mutual respect and shared 
responsibility. And those goals now are rap- 
idly becoming a reality. 

My talks with the hemisphere’s leaders in 
recent weeks show a strong consensus that 
relations between the United States and its 
neighbors have never in our history been bet- 
ter, and that this development is working to 
benefit all of our peoples. And I take great 

ride in the fact that, working with - 
eaders, we've been a part of all of that. 

I believe that in the future, America’s rela- 
tions with Latin America and the Caribbean 
will grow even stronger. I was pleased to hear 
our new President-elect, Bill Clinton, affirm 
that same goal in his remarks recently, both 
to the Rio group and to the Caribbean Latin 
America Action Conference. 

This century’s epic struggle between totali- 
tarianism and democracy is over. It’s dead. 
Democracy has prevailed. And today, we see 
unfolding around the world a revolution of 
hope and courage, propelled by the aspira- 
tion of ordinary people for freedom and a 
better life. 

The world will long remember the images 
of that struggle: a citizen of Berlin, you know, 
sitting atop of the wall, chipping away with 
his hammer and chisel; Boris Yeltsin and his 
followers waving the flag of free Russia and 
defying the tanks and coup plotters. And here 
in this hall, it is worth remembering that 
those images were preceded by a democratic 
revolution in Latin America. No people 
struggled for freedom against oppression 
more bravely than the people of this hemi- 
sphere. 

And here too, in the Americas, we are con- 
structing a hopeful model of the new post- 
cold-war world of which we dream. This is 
the first hemisphere and the OAS is the first 
regional organization in the world to take on 
through the a Declaration the formal 
collective responsibility to defend democ- 
racy. And in this hemisphere, the weapons 
of mass destruction, strategic missiles, as well 
as nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons, 
have been rejected voluntarily. And in this 
hemisphere, we've created new models of 
multilateral cooperation and success in re- 
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solving the conflicts that have tormented 
Central America. 


As recent proof of the progress we've 
made, just 2 days ago we celebrated—and 
I’m sure everyone did—celebrated the end 
of the war in El Salvador. In this hemisphere, 
we have forged a new partnership to defeat 
the global menace of narco-trafficking, and 
we must succeed in that effort. And still 
we're not satisfied. The birth of democracy 
has raised expectations throughout the 
Americas, and now democracy must deliver. 
The communications revolution has opened 
the eyes of this hemisphere’s citizens to the 
wider world. We're no longer blind to limits 
on legitimate political participation, to official 
corruption, or to economic favoritism. 


If democracy is to be consolidated, the 
gulfs that separate the few who are very rich 
from the many who are very poor, that divide 
civilian from military institutions, that split 
citizens of European heritage from indige- 
nous peoples, these gulfs must be bridged, 
and economic reform must ensure upward 
mobility and new opportunities for a better 
life for all citizens of ie Americas. 


To fulfill its promise, democratic govern- 
ment must guarantee not only the right to 
regular elections but human rights and prop- 
erty rights, swift and impartial justice, and 
the rule of law. Democratic governments 
must deliver basic services. Their institutions 
must be strengthened and must be modern- 
ized. To defend democracy successfully, the 
OAS must strengthen the tools at its disposal, 
and I commend the new steps that you took 
this week to suspend nondemocratic regimes. 
Together we must also create new means to 
end historic border disputes and to control 
the competition in conventional weaponry. 


In all of this, I believe my country, the 
United States of America, bears a special re- 
sponsibility. We face a moment of maximum 
opportunity but also, let’s face it, continued 
risk. And we must remain engaged, for more 
than ever before our future, our future, is 
bound up with the future of the Americas. 


This is the fastest growing region in the 
world for U.S. products. And in the struggle 
to defend democracy our most cherished val- 
ues are at stake. Travel to Miami or El] Paso, 
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Los Angeles or Chicago or New York, and 
listen to the language of our neighborhoods. 
We are tied to the Americas not just by geog- 
raphy, not just by history but by who we are 
as a people. And no one knows that more 
profoundly than this proud grandfather. 


This year marks the 500th anniversary of 
a voyage of discovery to the New World. And 
let this also be a time of rediscovery for my 
country, the United States, of the importance 
of our own hemisphere. If we are equal to 
the challenges before us, we can build in the 
Americas the world’s first completely demo- 
cratic hemisphere. Just think about that. 
Think of the importance. Think of the signifi- 
cance. Think of the example for the rest of 
the world. 


This hemisphere can be as well a zone of 
peace, where trade flows freely, prosperity 
is shared, the rule of law is respected, and 
the gifts of human knowledge are harnessed 
for all. 


More than 150 years ago, Simon Bolivar, 
the Liberator, whose statue stands outside 
this hall, spoke about an America united in 
heart, subject to one law, and guided by the 
torch of liberty. My friends, here in this 
hemisphere we are on the way to realizing 
Simon Bolfvar’s dream. And today with the 
signing of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, we take another giant step to- 
wards making the dream a reality. 


Thank you all very much for coming. And 
now I have the high honor of signing this 
agreement. Thank you. 


[At this point, the President signed the North 
American Free Trade Agreement. | 


Good luck to all of you now in the future. 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:32 p.m. at 
the Organization of American States. In his 
remarks, he referred to Jodo Clemente Baena 
Soares, Secretary General of the Organiza- 
tion of American States; Bernard Aronson, 
Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-Amer- 
ican Affairs; and Derek H. Burney, Canadian 
Ambassador to the United States. 
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Remarks Following Discussion With 
European Community Leaders 


December 18, 1992 


Today’s discussions with Prime Minister 
Major and President Delors mark our fifth 
meeting since we agreed to these semiannual 
consultations with the European Commu- 
nity. And the frequency of these meetings 
is a sign of their vital importance for the 
world trading system, for our own economic 
well-being, and for meeting the challenges 
of the new world. And this morning we cov- 
ered a broad agenda reflecting the many in- 
terests that we share in global partnership. 

On trade, we are of one mind. We agreed 
that a sound Uruguay round agreement is es- 
sential to boost worldwide economic growth. 
And we all agreed to conclude the GATT 
agreement in Geneva by mid-January. We’ve 
instructed our negotiators to work together 
to this end. And we’re committed not only 
to resolving the differences remaining among 
ourselves but also to encouraging Japan and 
other countries to join us in an energetic ef- 
fort to bring the negotiations to a successful 
conclusion. 

I continue to believe that for the people 
of Europe as well as of the United States, 
free and open trade is the key to expanding 
prosperity. And a successful Uruguay round 
could result in over $5 trillion in increased 
world output over the next 10 years. Our esti- 
mate suggests that the European Commu- 
nity’s gains would amount to about $1.4 tril- 
lion, and the United States would benefit 
from a boost of $1.1 trillion in that period. 
Clearly these tremendous gains would pro- 
mote the well-being of all of our citizens. 

Also this morning we discussed the con- 
tinuing tragedy in what once was Yugoslavia 
We reaffirmed our commitment to the un- 
hampered flow of humanitarian aid and to 
ending the violence there through a sound 
political solution. 

We also reiterated our continued support 
for the Russian people’s brave efforts to cre- 
ate a market economy there. And we believe 
that reforms must be implemented quickly 
if external aid is to be effective. Used wisely, 
western aid can be a catalyst to democratic 
reform, reforms that are in the interest of 
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all the world. And we agreed to work closely 
with President Yeltsin to achieve these goals. 

Then I took the opportunity to share with 
the Prime Minister and the President our 
views of the Middle East peace process. I 
welcome the continued active role of the EC, 
particularly in the multilateral side of the 
talks. 

After Prime Minister Major and President 
Delors briefed me on the results of the EC 
summit in Edinburgh this week, I reaffirmed 
our longstanding support for European inte- 
gration. 

So I want to thank the Prime Minister, 
Prime Minister John Major, and President 
Delors for their support and friendship, 
friendship they've shown me personally and 
most of all shown to the people of the United 
States. Talks such as these serve as a re- 
minder of their friendship and of our com- 
mon interests in creating a world of peace 
and prosperity for all our peoples. 

So once again to both of you my sincere 
thanks. And Mr. Prime Minister would you 
take the floor, sir. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House, follow- 
ing a meeting with European Community 
President Jacques Delors and British Prime 
Minister John Major, current President of the 
European Council. 


Executive Order 12825—Half-Day 
Closing of Executive Departments 
and Agencies of the Federal 
Government on Thursday, 
December 24, 1992 


December 18, 1992 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, it is hereby ordered 
as follows: 

Section 1. All executive departments and 
agencies of the Federal Government shall be 
closed and their employees excused from 
duty for the last half of the scheduled work- 
day on Christmas Eve, December 24, 1992, 
except as provided in section 2 below. 
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Sec. 2. The heads of executive depart- 
ments and agencies may determine that cer- 
tain offices and installations of their organiza- 
tions, or parts thereof, must remain open and 
that certain employees must remain on duty 
for the full scheduled workday on December 
24, 1992, for reasons of national security or 
defense or for other essential public reasons. 


Sec. 3. Thursday, December 24, 1992, 
shall be considered as falling within the scope 
of Executive Order No. 11582 and of 5 
U.S.C. 5546 and 6103(b) and other similar 
statutes insofar as they relate to the pay and 
leave of employees of the United States. 


Sec. 4. This order shall apply to executive 
departments and agencies of the Federal 
Government only and is not intended to di- 
rect or otherwise implicate departments or 
agencies of State or local governments. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 18, 1992. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:33 a.m., December 21, 1992) 


Note: This Executive order will be published 
in the Federal Register on December 22. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





December 12 


Volunteers of the Saturday Academy, of 
Dover, DE 


December 13 

James and Sharon Ferrari, of Kalamazoo, MI 
December 14 

Henry Huffman, of Santa Clara, CA 
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December 15 


Volunteers of Campus Coalition for Literacy, 
of Columbia, SC 


December 16 


Volunteers of the COMSAT Corporation—Jef- 
ferson Junior High School Education Zz 
ance, of Washington, DC 


December 17 

Eileen Ayvazian, of Virginia Beach, VA 
December 18 

Volunteers of TeenAdvisors, of Columbus, GA 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 








December 13 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House from a 
weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended the “Christmas in Washing- 
ton” show at the National Building Museum. 


December 14 

The President met at the White House 
with the Vice President; James A. Baker III, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent Scow- 
croft, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; and members of the CIA 
briefing staff. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
the White House Military Office farewell 
ceremony at Anacostia Naval Base. 


December 15 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
College Station, TX, where he attended a 
Presidential library board meeting at Texas 
A&M University. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. In the evening, the 
President and Mrs. Bush hosted a Christmas 
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reception on the State Floor at the White 
House. 


December 16 

The President met at the White House 
with the Vice President; James A. Baker III, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent Scow- 
croft, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; and members of the CIA 
briefing staff. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a Christmas reception on the 
State Floor at the White House. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be mem- 
bers of the Advisory Committee for Trade 
Policy and Negotiations for terms of 2 years: 


Robert E. Allen, of New Jersey. 
Remedios Diaz-Oliver, of Florida. 
John A. Rollwagen, of Minnesota. 
Gordon B. Zacks, of Ohio. 
The White House announced that on Jan- 


uary 13, 1993, the President will award the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom to former 


President Ronald Reagan. 


December 17 

The President met at the White House 
with the Vice President; James A. Baker III, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent Scow- 
croft, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; and members of the CIA 
briefing staff. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a reception at the Organization of American 
States building. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a Christmas reception on the 
State Floor at the White House. 

The President declared a major disaster 
exists in the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
and ordered Federal aid to supplement State 
and local recovery efforts in the area struck 
by Typhoon Gay on November 17-18. 

The President declared a major disaster 
exists in the State of Connecticut and or- 
dered Federal aid to supplement State and 
local recovery efforts in the area struck by 
a winter storm and coastal flooding on De- 
cember 10-13. 
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December 18 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; James A. Baker III, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Philip Johnston, president of CARE; 

—Palestinian peace delegation members; 

—Cyrus Vance, Special Negotiator for the 
United Nations on Yugoslavia. 

The President hosted a working lunch with 
European Commission representatives at the 
Residence. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Camp David, MD, for the 
weekend. 

The President declared a major disaster 
exists in the State of New Jersey and ordered 
Federal aid to supplement State and local 
recovery efforts in the area struck by a severe 
coastal storm, unusual high tides, heavy rain, 
and riverine flooding, beginning on Decem- 
ber 10. 

The President announced the reappoint- 
ment of David Q. Bates, Jr., of Texas, to be 
a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Student Loan Marketing Association. Mr. 
Bates currently serves as Assistant to the 
President and Special Assistant to the Chief 
of Staff. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Charles G. Untermeyer, of Texas, 
and Bobbie G. Kilberg, of Virginia, to be 
members of the Board of Visitors to the 
United States Naval Academy. Mr. Unter- 
meyer currently serves as Director of Voice 
of America. Ms. Kilberg currently serves as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Direc- 
tor of Intergovernmental Affairs. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 


issue. 
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of White House Press Releases 


Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: All releases issued by the Office of the 
Press Secretary during the period covered by 
this issue and received by the Office of the 
Federal Register have been printed in this 


issue. 


Note: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed dur- 
ing the second session of the 102d Congress 
on November 10. 
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